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May the Lord shine His face upon you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up His
countenance and give you peace, and may He bless you with children.” Anna named her

first child after her father and her second child after her mother.

May we all raise our cbild}cn to give them hope, to know that they are ioved unconditionally,
. - Gl
to know that they can make a contribution to the world, and tha;' they can bring redemption

sooner. May it soon come. Amen.
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In a few moments, we will say yizkor. We will remember those who came before us, who
helped shape and mold us. It is especially appropriate that we say yizkor on Pesach, because
Pesach is a family holiday. From the very beginning, we were told to gather together in

family groups. The first seder that was held in Egypt before Pharach thrust us out was held

in each family's house. We all gather together each year to remember the miracle of the
exodus, to remember how G-d did the impossible, how He took out a whole people from

Egypt when before it was impossible for even one slave to escape.

I remember a personal miracle which used to happen to me every Pesach when I was a small
boy. I remember being at my grandparents' table for seder, and I remember the four
questions and the reading of the Haggadah and maybe as far as the gefilte fish, but then the
next thing I knew, I was waking up in my bed the next morning. It was a miracle how [ got
from the seder table to my bed. It was quite a few blocks from my grandparents’ house to
our house. How did I miraculously end up in my bed? Did Elijah do it? Of course, as I
grew older, I remembered more and more of the Haggadah. Finally, I remembered the Chad
Gadyo, the last song of the Haggadah. Every family sings Chad Gadyo. It, though, is a
very strange song. It talks about a kid that a father bought for two zuzim when a cat came
and ate the kid. That's very strange becausc cats do to eat goats; they eat mice. What's
more, if a cat would attack a go{ the goat would probably kill it. Then it says that a doﬁ
came and bit the cat, and afterwards it says that a stick came and beat the dog. What does
that mean? A stick is an inanimate object. No stick can come unaided and beat a dog. Then

it says that a fire came and burned the stick. Fires also do not start unaided, and then the
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water came and putout the fire, and then an ox came and drank the water and then the
shochait came and slaughtered the ox and then the angel of death came and slaughtered the
slaughterer. What did the ritual slaughterer do wrong that the angel of death should take
him? After all, he was killing the animal only according to G-d's commandment, and then it
says that G-d came and slaughtered the angel of death. What does this song mean, and why
is it so popular? This soan ;vas written in Aramaic about 1000 years ago. It was written in
Aramaic so that the gentiles in Europe should not understand it. Some of them understood
Hebrew. It is a song really about Jewish history, about redemption. The kid is really the
Jewish people. The father is really G-d, and the two zuzim are the two tablets of the Ten
Commandments. What does the cat symbolize? The cat symbolizes the Babylonian Empire.
It came and destroyed the Temple. The dog was the symbol of the Persian Empire. Cyrus
the Great came and destroyed Babylonia. The stick stands for the Greeks. The Greeks came
and overturned the Persian Empire. The fire stands for the menorah of Chanukah. The
Macabbees came and allowed the Jewish people to overcome the blandishments of Hellenistic
culture. Water stands for the Roman Empire. The Roman Empire destroyed the Second
Temple, which had been rededicated by the Macabbees. The ox then came and lapped up the
water. The ox stands for the Islamic Turks who conquered Constantinople, the last citadel of
the Byzantine Roman Empire. The shochait stands for the European powers who, before
World War I, conquered all the world. There was absolutely no reason for World War L.
The Christians of western Europe ruled everything, and, of course, the ruling families were

related, but this century turned out to be the most violent, murderous cenwry of all. More
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people were killed during this century than any other. The angel of death destroyed the
hegemony of western Europe. We hope now that we are in the last stage, that G-d will

destroy all war and death and peace and harmony will reign.

At the seder we transmit values to our children. We teach our children that there is hope.
That's why Elijah the Proph'et is the dominant figure of this holiday and not Moshe, the
liberator. Moshe is only mentioned once in passing in the whole Haggadah. The songs at
the end of the Haggadah teach us how we are to impart our values to our children. We are
here today because we learned these values at our grandparents' and parents’ tables. We
learned that Judaism is a great joy. Judaism is a song, that this song will allow us to
overcome our problems. However, we not only need a song; we also need to have a

mechanism to renew our song when we run up against the inevitable problems of life.

That's where, of course, Shabbat and the holidays come in They allow us to renew our
song. When we sing Adir Hu in which we mention how G-d is pure, unique, wise, mighty,
majestic, revered, exalted, etc., why do we have to mention all these terms? We mention all
these terms so we should know that G-d will help us, that we have the ability to overcome,

that G-d will help us if we will but make the first step.

That's why, too, in the song, "Who Knows One - Eichad Me Yoadea", why do we say who

knows one and go up to only 13? Why don't we go further and say who knows 14-or 157
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Why 137 The answer is because G-d is unique and special. G-d creates out of nothing, and
unless G-d puts His energy into everything every day, everything would collapse back into
nothingness. It is similar to throwing a ball in the air. Because of gravity, the ball will fall
back down unless we impart enough energy into it so that it will either escape from gravity
or the energy will be sufficient to counteract the effect of gravity, and it will stay in the air,
but every day we must infujsc new energy. After all, the Second Law of Thermodynamics,
the Law of Entropy, says that everything should run down. Why doesn't the world just run
down? The answer is because G-d is continually adding energy to the world. Every day His
sheffa comes down. G-d has calied upon us to be His partner in creation to continually add
energy to the world. Each of us is called upon to continually add energy, and how do we do
it? We do it by imitating the 13 characteristics of G-d, by being compassionate, kind,
gracious, slow to anger, etc. Each of us is important. Each of us must add energy to the

world.

We know that we were redeemed from Egypt in the middle of the night on the 15th of Nisan
because this was the night that Abraham redeemed his nephew, Lot, from the kings who had
taken him captive. This was the night that was designated from time of old to be a night of

redemption. Abraham rescued Lot, even though he had earlier had to separate from him

because he could not get along with his sharp businesses practices.

On the seder night, we tell our children that we love them unconditionally, and we wiii
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always help them, even though we may not always respect them. The greatest source of
Jewish achievement has always been the Jewish mother, who loves her child unconditionally
and gives that child a sense of self-worth, gives that child a feeling that that child can do
things, can add energy to the world, can help bring redemption sooner. It was the Jewish
home which gave the children capacity to achieve because the children knew that they were
worth something, the childm;l knew they were loved unconditionally, the children knew that
no matter what their capacities, they couid always contribute to the world and bring

redemption closer.

I'am reminded of the story they tell about Anna. It was 1946, and Anna was about ready to
get married. She was in a DP camp in Germany. She had come from a Chassidic family
feam before the war. She was sitting in the bridal chair waiting for the bedecking ceremony
to take place. That is the ceremony whereby the groom comes and puts the veil over the
bride's face before the wedding procession. After all, the groom has to make sure he has the
right bride. Besides, this is the time when especially, according to the Chassidic tradition,
the father of the bride and the father of the groom bless the bride. They each come forward
and put their hands over the head of the bride and bless her with the words that fathers bless
their children with every Friday night: "May G-d make you a Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel,
Leah. May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord shine His countenance upon
you and be gracious unto you. May the Lord lift up His face to you and grant you peace.”

- Suddenly, Anna felt a flood of warm tears flow from her eyes down her face. This was only
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the second time in seven years that she cried a flood of warm tears. She remembered the last
time she had cried. It was April 11, 1945. She was in Bergen Belsen. A terrible plague of
black typhus had infected the camp. She, too, was infected. She knew that if she would lay
down, she would never get up. She was staggering from one place to another in the camp.
Finally, she became overcome with dizziness and sank down 1o her hands and knees. She
knew, though, that she mﬂd not rest. In front of her she saw a hill. She knew somehow
that if she could make it to the top of the hill, she would be all right. She struggled for two
hours to get to the top of the hill. When she got to the top of the hill, she could not restrain
herself and, for the first time in six years, she cried uncontrollably. A flood of tears rushed
down her face, and she cried out, "Papa, Papa, help me." She knew her father was
somewhere in Bergen Belsen. Almost immediately, she felt the warm hand of her father
caressing her hair and telling her, "Daughter, baughter, do not give up. It will be all right.”
Then he blessed her, like he did every Friday night. After the blessing, she fell asieep. The
British were very near Bergen Belsen, and shortly after they burst into the camp and took her
to a hospital where she recovered from her typhus. After she recovered from her typhus, she
Se s et
determined to go back to Bergen Belsen to see that hill. She went back to the camp, and the
hill she had climbed was a mass grave, and in that mass grave was her father who had
blessed her from the world beyond. She now was sitting in the bedecking chair waiting for
her bridegroom to appear. Suddenly, she felt the warm hands of her father caressing her hair
Cearcenls:r, yaR PO S
saying to her, "Daughter, be happy. Be joyous. You will have a wonderful home. May G-

d make you as Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, and Rachel. May the Lord bless you and keep you.




